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Rose Cottage Slippers 
Melissa Walshe 

 

I made the model slipper 

starting with Lee Meredith’s 

Simple Mary Jane Style Booties 

pattern, which makes a cute 

slipper, if you already know 

what you’re doing. As someone 

who has not made slippers 

before, however, I found myself 

wishing for a better explanation 

of the process. Through trial and 

error, I figured out how to mess 

with the design to make it work 

with any foot, any yarn, any 

needles, and any personal twist. 

What I’m giving you here is not 

so much a pattern as it is a framework for a pattern, but if you’re a beginner, this project is a 

great introduction to gauge. 

 

Materials 
Sample Yarn: Red Heart Light & Lofty Multi, Cape Cod Multi, 110yd/4.5 oz skein (less than 2 

skeins, using 2 strands held together) 

 Recommendation #1: Chunky/bulky yarns 

 Recommendation #2: Something feltable 

Sample Needles: US size 10 straight and double-pointed needles 

 Recommendation: One size smaller than the suggested size for your yarn 

Sample Notions:  Two matching buttons, tapestry needle 

 

Gauge 
Sample: 20 st/14 rows = 4” in garter stitch.  

 Knit a 4” swatch. Do it or fail. 

 Determine how many stitches are in an inch and how many rows. 

 

Framework 
 

Measurements 
 (1) Measure from the back of your heel to the place on your foot you want the top of the 

strap to rest. 

 (2) Measure around the bottom of your heel, starting and ending at the height you want 

your slipper to reach. 

 (3) Measure around your foot at the place you want the strap to rest. 

http://leethal.net/patterns/booties.html
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 (4) Measure from where you want 

the bottom of the strap to where 

the toe starts. 

 (5) Measure from where the toe 

covering will start to the tip of 

your big toe. 

 

Heel 
 Use your gauge to determine how 

many stitches you need to cast on: 

multiply your stitches per inch 

figure by measurement (2). Cast 

on! (Sample: CO 24.) 

 Use your gauge to determine how many rows to work: multiply your rows per inch by 

measurement (1). Work that many rows in garter stitch, minus 4-6, depending on how 

drastically you want to decrease to shape the center. (Sample: Knit 10 rows.) 

 Work decreases before strap section: Divide your stitch count into thirds, knit to last 2 

before the center third, k2tog, knit center third, k2tog, knit to end. Knit the next row. 

Repeat once or twice more.  

Sample 

Row 11: K6, K2tog, K8, K2tog, K6. 

Row 12, 14, 16: Knit. 

Row 13: K5, K2tog, K8, K2tog, K5. 

Row 15: K4, K2tog, K8, K2tog, K4. 

 

Strap Side #1 (Sample: Right) 
(Directions for buttonhole in BLUE. Knit these stitches if you don’t want a buttonhole.) 

 Use your gauge to determine how many stitches you need to cast on: multiply your 

stitches per inch by (measurement (3) - the width of your slipper after the decreases + ½ 

inch). Cast on using the knit cast-on. Knit across. (Sample: CO 16. Knit across.) 

Sample 

Row 18: Knit. 

Row 19: Knit to last 4 of strap. BO 2. K2. 

Row 20: K2. CO 2. Knit across. 

Row 21: Knit. 

Row 22: BO 16. Knit to end. 

 Knit 1 row. 

 

Strap Side #2 (Sample: Left) 
(Directions for buttonhole in BLUE. Knit these stitches if you don’t want a buttonhole.) 

 Knit 1 row. 

 Use your gauge to determine how many stitches you need to cast on: multiply your 

stitches per inch by (measurement (3) - the width of your slipper after the decreases + ½ 

inch). Cast on using the knit cast-on. Knit across. (Sample: CO 16. Knit across.) 

Sample 

Row 19: Knit. 
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Row 20: Knit to last 4 of strap. BO 2. K2. 

Row 21: K2. CO 2. Knit across. 

Row 22: Knit. 

Row 23: BO 16. Knit to end. 

 

Ball Increase 
 Use your gauge to determine how many rows to knit: multiply your rows per inch by 

measurement (4). Subtract the same number of rows you used to decrease. Work that 

many rows in garter stitch. (Sample: Knit 8 rows.) 

 Work increases to shape ball: * Row 1: K1, M1, K to last stitch, M1, K1. Row 2: Knit. 

Repeat from *. On the last knit row, knit your stitches onto your DPNS. 

Sample 

    Row 32, 34, 36: K1, M1, K to last stitch, M1, K1. 

    Row 33, 35: Knit. 

    Row 37: Knit onto DPNs. 

 Determine how many stitches you need to cast on reach around your foot. You know how 

to do it by now, right? Go ahead, try it out yourself. (Sample: CO 4.) 

 Determine how many rounds you need to knit before you want to start decreasing. 

(Sample: Knit 3 rounds) 

 

Toe Decrease 
 Determine how many rows you will need to reach your finished length. (Sample: 8) 

 Determine how many stitches you want to be left with. (Sample: 8 or 9.) 

 Divide your number of decreases across the remaining rounds, decreasing two or three 

stitches in the first few rounds and decreasing most of the stitches in the final few rounds. 

Sample 

Round 4: K3, SSK, K13, K2tog, K to end. 

Round 5: Knit. 

Round 6: K3, SSK, K11, K2tog, K to end. 

Round 7: K2, SSK, K9, K2tog, K to end. 

Round 8: Knit. 

Round 9: K1, SK2P, K6, K3tog, K1, K2tog, K to last 3, K2tog, 

K1. 

Round 10: SSK, K2 tog to last 4, K1, K2 tog, K1. 

Round 11: K1, K2tog to end. 

 Cut yarn, thread through all stitches, pull tight, weave in ends. 

 

Finishing 
 Fold cast-on edged of heel in half. Use the tail to sew the sides together. 

 Sew button onto slipper, or sew through button to attach the strap to the side.  

 Weave in all ends. 

 Enjoy! 
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About the Designer 
Melissa Walshe is a non-school teacher, a writer, and a knitter. She is new to the fine art of 

pattern design and would be grateful for feedback from experienced knitters. Her blog of fanciful 

essays about her life, The Lightning Bug and the Lightning, can be found at 

http://melissawalshe.com. Melissa lives in semi-close proximity to Boston, where she is engaged 

in a constant battle for bandwidth and her stitch counter with, respectively, her husband and their 

two cats.  

 

http://melissawalshe.com/

