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Hydrating Hydrangeas 
Melissa Walshe 

 

There are two major problems with aluminum water bottles. First: they sweat. Second: they’re 

either ugly or prone to chipping paint, which eventually makes them ugly. Knit in a sturdy 

worsted cotton, this pattern works up quickly to solve both problems. 

 

Materials: 
Lily Sugar‘n Cream, Faded Denim. 97 yd./57 g. 

ball. (About half a ball). 

US size 6 double-pointed needles 

 

Gauge: 
20 st/20rows = 4” in St st 

 

Pattern 
 

 Work bottom flat. CO 1. 

Row 1: k, p, k 

Row 2 (and all even rows): purl across 

Row 3  & 5: kfb across (12 stitches) 

 Divide stitches evenly onto three double-

pointed needles and join to work in the 

round. The stitches you’ve worked will 

form a triangle in the center that you will 

stitch shut at the end. Place scrap yarn or a 

stitch marker to note the beginning of the 

round. 

Round 1: *kfb, k1, repeat from * 

Round 2 (and all even rounds): knit around 

Round 3: Repeat round 1 

Round 5: *kfb, k2, repeat from * 

 Continue in this manner until you have 48 stitches, adding one more stitch between increases 

on each odd round. When you have reached 48 stitches, knit 5 rounds, then begin working in 

the hydrangea stitch. 

 

Hydrangea Stitch 

Round 1: *k1, k2tog, yo twice, ssk, k1, repeat from * 

Round 2 (and all even rounds): knit around (in each double yo, work p1, k1) 

Round 3: *k2tog, yo, k2, yo, ssk, repeat from * 

Round 5: *yo, k2tog, k2, ssk, yo, repeat from * 

Round 7: *ssk, yo, k2, yo, k2tog, repeat from * 

Round 9: *k1, ssk, yo twice, k2tog, k1, repeat from * 
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 Repeat Rounds 1-10 until project reaches desired length minus half an inch before switching 

to the eyelet rib. 

 
Eyelet Rib 
Round 1: *k1, k2tog, k1, yo, repeat from * 

Round 2 & 3:  *k1, p1, repeat from * 

Bind off and weave in ends. If your cover is too big, lace ribbon through the eyelet ribbing to 

cinch the cover into place. 

 

 
 

About the Designer 
Melissa Walshe is a professional wordsmith (seriously, that’s her job title) and a knitter. She is 

new to the fine art of pattern design and would be grateful for feedback from experienced 

knitters. She writes fanciful essays about her life at her personal blog, The Lightning Bug and the 

Lightning,  and about her misadventures with fiber arts at Variations on a String. Melissa lives in 

southern Maine, where she is engaged in a constant battle for bandwidth and her stitch counter 

with, respectively, her husband and their two cats.  
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