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Dobby Socks 
Melissa Walshe 
 

“Dobby now handed Harry a small package, 

which turned out to be — socks. […] The left 

sock was bright red and had a pattern of 

broomsticks upon is; the right sock was green 

with a pattern of Snitches.” – Harry Potter and 

the Goblet of Fire, J. K. Rowling 

 

The unique back of these socks is optional if you’re better at sizing Fair Isle than I am—if you 

make the sock and can’t get it on, the i-cord laces on the steeked edge are a fun and challenging 

way to make more room for your foot. This pattern also includes the general math for resizing to 

whatever foot you need to fit. 

 

Size: 
Women’s size 11 

 

Materials: 
Knit Picks Stroll Sock, (75% Superwash Merino, 25% Nylon), 231 yds. /50 g.  About 150 yards 

each Firecracker, Peapod, and Dandelion. 

US size 2 double-pointed needles 

1 yard 1/4" yellow grosgrain ribbon 

3-4 yards 1/8” black ribbon 

4 seed beads 

Fabric glue 

 

Gauge: 
32st/32 rows = 4” in Fair Isle St st 

 

Pattern 
 

Cast on 64 (or multiple of 8) in main color (green or red). Join to work in the round. 

Cuff: Work 8 rounds 1x1 ribbing. 

Leg: Begin colorwork chart. Work 8 repeats. 
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Heel flap:  

Switch back to only main color. Across 32 

stitches (or half) work 20 rows (or 8 rows per 

inch) in Stockinette stitch, slipping the first 

stitch of each row. 

Turn heel: 

 K18 (or half stitches+2), k2tog, k1, turn 

 P6, p2tog, p1, turn 

 K7, k2tog, k1, turn 

Continue in this manner, working one 

additional stitch until all stitches have been 

worked. 

Gusset: 

Round 1: At the end of a knit row, pick up 20 

stitches (or a number equal to the number of 

heel flap rows). Knit across the instep on a 

different DPN. On a third DPN, pick up 20 

stitches.  

Round 2: Knit to the last 3 stitches before the 

instep, k2tog, k1. Knit across instep. K1, ssk, 

knit to the end of the third needle. 

Round 3: Knit. 

Repeat rounds 2 and 3 until 64 stitches 

(original number) remain. 

Foot: 

Knit until foot measures 8 3/4 inches (desired 

foot length minus 2 inches) 

Toe: 

Switch to yellow. 

Round 1: Knit to the last 3 stitches before the instep, k2tog, k1. Knit across instep. K1, ssk, knit 

to the end of the third needle. 

Round 2: Knit. 

Repeat rounds 1 and 2 until 16 stitches remain on each needle. End with a knit round. 

Graft the tow stitches using the Kitchener stitch. 

Weave in ends and block. 

Steeks: 

When dry, add optional steeks and i-cord lacing. 

Find the center three stitches at the back of the sock.  

Sew reinforcing stitching up and down each column of stitches to the bottom of the colorwork. 

Use a sharp needle and be sure to catch the floats. 

Cut down the center of the middle stitch, slowly and cutting through all floats. 

Applied I-Cord Laces: 

Cast on three stitches and with the back of the needle, pick up one stitch from the top right 

steeked edge of the sock.  

Step 1: Pull the yarn around from the left to the right. K2, k2tog. 

Step 2: Make 4 rows of i-cord. 
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Step 3: Pick up 1 from the steeked edge and repeat step 1. 

Step 4: Repeat step 3 six more times.  

Repeat steps 2-4 around. You should have 8 loops on each side.  

Cut yarn and pull through. Weave in ends. 

Finishing: 

Use the fabric glue to attach grosgrain ribbon to the inside of the steeked edge, tucking under the 

top edge before gluing to prevent fraying. 

Tie one seed bead onto each end of half of the 1/8th inch ribbon. 

Use the beaded ribbon to lace up i-cord loops. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
About the Designer 
Melissa Walshe is a professional wordsmith (seriously, that’s her job title) and a knitter. She is 

new to the fine art of pattern design and would be grateful for feedback from experienced 

knitters. She writes fanciful essays about her life at her personal blog, The Lightning Bug and the 

Lightning, and about her misadventures with fiber arts at Variations on a String. Melissa lives in 

southern Maine, where she is engaged in a constant battle for bandwidth and her stitch counter 

with, respectively, her husband and their two cats.  

http://melissawalshe.com/
http://melissawalshe.com/
http://variationsonastring.wordpress.com/
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